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Dear Interested Party: 
 
 
A Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) has been completed for School Fire Salvage Recovery 
Project.  The Interdisciplinary team (IDT) reviewed all public comments received during the 45-day 
comment period on the Draft EIS and have incorporated or responded to these concerns in the FEIS.  A 
paper copy of the FEIS is enclosed for your review. 
 
The project planning area for School Fire Salvage Recovery Project is approximately 28,000 acres and is 
located in Columbia and Garfield Counties, Washington.  Umatilla National Forest proposes to salvage 
harvest, reforest salvage units, treat activity fuels, and remove potential danger trees within the School 
Fire Salvage Recovery Project area.  The Forest Service proposes implementing this project in 2006.  
Proposed activities are outside the boundary of Willow Springs inventoried roadless area, Pataha 
Research Natural Area, and any congressionally designated areas, such as wilderness. 
 
Three alternatives, including the No Action alternative, were analyzed in the FEIS.  Alternative A is the 
No Action alternative.  Alternative B, the proposed action and preferred alternative, would salvage 
harvest dead and dying trees on 9,432 acres, and remove danger trees along haul routes, open forest routes 
and developed recreation sites, and administrative sites.  Alternative C is designed to remove danger trees 
and salvage harvest primarily dead trees on 4,188 acres where fire effects were obviously severe enough 
to kill 90 percent of trees, along with incidental amounts (less than 10 percent) of trees with visible green 
needles, within a unit.  Both action alternatives (B and C) include Forest Plan amendments.  The Forest 
Plan would be amended, for this site-specific project, to incorporate objectives, standards, and guidelines 
for Canada lynx, and would be amended to allocate new C1-Dedicated Old Growth areas to replace C1 
areas changed by the fire and no longer functioning as old growth.  A paper copy of the FEIS is enclosed 
for your review. 
 
The FEIS can be viewed on the internet at www.fs.fed.us/r6/uma/projects/readroom and an electronic 
copy on a CD-ROM is available by contacting Terri Jeffreys at the Pomeroy Ranger District office at 
(509) 843-1891. 
 
The Umatilla National Forest is in the process of seeking an Emergency Situation Determination (ESD) 
based on substantial loss of economic value from the Chief of the Forest Service for part of the area 
analyzed in School Fire Salvage Recovery Project.  The Chief will determine if an emergency situation 
exists pursuant to 36 CFR 215.10 (b).  An emergency situation is defined in 36 CFR 215.2 as “A situation 
on National Forest System (NFS) lands for which immediate implementation of all or part of a decision is 
necessary for relief from hazards threatening human health and safety or natural resources on NFS or 
adjacent lands; or that would result in substantial loss of economic value to the federal government if 
implementation of the decision were delayed.”  The determination that an emergency situation exists does 
not exempt an activity from appeal.  The determination only eliminates the automatic stays built into the 
appeal review process.  If the Chief grants an ESD, notification to the public will occur in the legal notice 
of decision. 
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The decision document for this project will be mailed to those who request it and/or to those who 
submitted comments during the 45-day comment period.  If you need more information please contact 
Dean Millett, Project Leader, at the Pomeroy District office (509) 843-1891.  
 
I appreciate the interest you have shown in this project and request your continued assistance in 
strengthening the management of resources in this area. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
KEVIN D. MARTIN 
Forest Supervisor 
 
 
Enclosure  


